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THERE ARE ONLY TWO BORTH OF GOVERNMENT, ONE OF, AND THE OTHER OVER THE PEOPLE;—WE HAVE AWORN TO SUPPORT THE FORMER AND OPPONE YHE LATTER.
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There is probably no subject of more importance, on which we
could offer our opinions and advice to the churches at this time, than
that which concerns the internal regulation and Gospel order, ordain-
ed by the great headof the Church: this is truly and emphatically
a day of trial.  We bave enjoyed an enlivening and flowery Spring,
& warm end seasonable Summer, and an Autumn abundantly prolific
of & seven-fold harvest; but these delightful seasons have been suc-
ceeded by a cold and cheerless winter, Ourdesolate hearts have
been left to mourn the absence,& pray the return of the lovely chief
of all our joys. The world has assumed malignant nrms; errorists
and false teachers have eprung up to prevent the right way ot the
King, the Lord of hosts; while division and discard are seen rearing
their heads among ourselves. Nothing can restore to our churches
the full enjoyment of peace, but the strict exercise of that discipline
which is prescribed (o us in the word of God.

Of all the fruitful fountains of dixcord in the churches, evil spenk-
ing is themost common, and far the most prolific.  Now, altho' the
Law Giver i Isracl has said, “speak evil of no man ;7 which is as
much designed for a rule to regulate his people, as when he BUYE,
“Thou halt not murder,” or “Thou shalt not steal » vet where is the
church or individual on earth, that so much as even understands this
preceptin the full latitude of its meaning, or at least, that fully prac-
tices it. Itis not the same thing with lying and slunder. A man
may most rigidly and perseveringly adhere to truth, and vet be con-
stantly found in this evil and sinful proctice; it consists in relating
the faults and frailties of an absent persom. It matters not whether

you have seen the man drunk, or heard him swear and blaspheme, if
rau relate this to a third person, in the absence of the guilty one, you
nve violated a positive law of Christ, and been guilty vourself of
backbiting yonr neighbor, If this be aone in a low voice, and as if'in
private confidence, itis termed whispering. But whatever may be
the manner in which, or the circumstances vnder which it is done, in
substance it is one and thesame thing. We are trampling under foot
the plain direction of our Lord, whenever we spenk of the faults of
another who is not present to answer for himsclf. Now, ns clearly’
as this evil spenking is probibited by our Great Law Giver, it is
practiced more udiversally, than any otber sin of the whole enfa-
Iague. It is not (1o use the language of Seneca,) “a distemper in
one, and a sore that runs on another, but o plague that intesta our
whole race,” It is too frequently the cose, tfmt in promisesous son
versutions of any considerable length, the characters of tho alaent
are introduced, and their fuults brought forth to view, and their per-
sons censured and condemned. This prevalent commonness of com«
mitting the sin of which we are speaking, makes it necessary that
we shoud be perpetually on our guard against it. Il we would act
with the fear of God before our eyes,and have o conscience void of
offence towards men, more circumspection is required in regard to
the more prevailing #ins, When almost every person of our acquain-
tance gives a laose rein to some particular vice, or sinful practice, it
seeme ns il the whole world had conspired against us to prevent our
obedience to our Lord and Savior. But if the danger we are in, of
giving way to this evil, only arose from the daily observance of the
example of others, we would have less to apprehend, Butour great-
cst enemy lurks, as in all other cases, within our own bosoms. There
is searcely one sinful passion, or unsanctified affection of our whole
nature, that may not, in one way or other be gratified by the com-
Our pride, our anger, our hatred or malice, our
resentment, &c., are sll concerned to hurry uson. Besides, we
often mistake our own motives, and are tuken by surprise. We dis-
guise to oursclves noble and worthy motives for our conduct, and only
s of the sins of our neighbors, out of holy indignation, trampling
beneath our feet the holy commandment of God, out of holy feelings
of zeal for his commandments; thisis sinning that grace may abound
-=—or committing cvil out of our hatred of evil! We effoctually serve
the devil through n supposed zeal for God, und commit sin that we
may punish the sinner. ) r
“Basily,” says Dr. Blair, “and from the smallest chinks, the bitter
waters of strile are let loose ;™ but who can predict ‘*"’"A“’“"’:“’“
consequences?  Who ean tell how great a matter a little fire kind-
fetht  When the poisonous streams have commenced flowing, they
seldom fail to gather strength from a hundred contributory rills.—
One does wrong, another speaks of it, the fame of the transaction
sproads abroad, and increases as it spreads. The offender becomes
the offended and injured party—resentment is kindled in his breast
~his friends participate in his resentment, and thus the peace and
harmony of a church is destroved by the wicked practice which we
ure now censuring. But is thers no remedy for this evil? Cannot
a strict adherence to any sy «of rules preserve us from this dead-
Iy foet Is there no balm in Gilead and no physician there? Our
Lond has marked out a plain way for our feet,in which, if we closely
walk, it will be impossible for us to err in this respoct. In the eigh.
tecnth chaptor of St. Mathow, verses 15, 16 and 17, he has Jaid down
the general rule in relation to offences, and the manner of dealing
with offenders: “It must needs be thatoffences come, but woe unto
that man by whom the offénce cometh!” The Apostle Paul also
testifies that “he that will live Godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer per-
secution,” The rule given us by the Savior, in Matthew, particu-
larly refers to cases occurring among members of the church. Our
blessed Lord, moreover, says, “if thy foot or right hand or oye offend
thee, cut it off or pluck it out and cast itfrom thee ™ Ifthe denrest
friend and nearest relative on earth violates the rules of the holy
Scriptures, cut him off' and count him as a heathen man and publican.
Bat iw it may be asked, shall we avaid giving offences ourselves,
or being offe at others; our savior Inyadown the rule: “if thy
brother trespass against thes, go and tell him his fault, between him
and thee slone;ifhe will hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother ; but
ifhe will not bear thee, take with thee one or two more, that in the
mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be eftnbllnhed.—-
And if he will not hear them, tell it to the church; but if he will not
hear the chureb, let him be to thee as & heathen man und a publican,
The first step pointed autby the Savior, is, “if thy brother shall
trespass ?Wl thee, go and tell him his fault between him and thee
aloge. Where the thing is this rule is to bo literally

yonr brother has sinned, do not wait for another, but gn immediately
to him and tell him his fault; let no one else know any thing of vour
purpose, or of what youdo. Be also particularly careful of the man-
 ner and epiritin which you discharge this duty. Remember that it |
is alone in the spirit of meekness, that you should attempt his resto- |
‘ ration, Do not visit thy brotber with malice in thy heart, and show[
a resentful spirit ngaingt him, at the moment thou nrt striving to win|
him over to unfeigned repentance for his sin, and to the humble spi—'
rit of the Lord Jesus; nor be harsh or censorious in thy manner, re-
membering who has said, “they that win souls are wise.” How ma-
ny difficultics which have involved members und ehurches in trouble,
and prevented the free course of the glorious Gospel of the Lord and
Sovior, might have been hapily removed at once, by a timely observ-
ance of the sacred canon of Christ. Go in the spirit of prayer, con-
sidering who hath made thee to differ, and knowing, and feeling con-
fidently assured that if any good is done, it is the Lord that doeth it,
Pray that he may enlighten thy mind, influence thy heart, and direct
thy tongue to use the proper langnage that may take with thy bro-
ther, and that he may bless thy effirts to that end. If vou féel thus
interested in the salvation of your brother, and your heart be filled
with love to his soul; you will aveid all assumingness, arrognnce or
pride, in your address. You will be equally on your gunrd agninst
treating your brother with contempt, ns if you had a right to com-
mand his submission. Be carefol to avoid all appearance of anger,
and though you use great plainness of speech, yet iet there Se no re.
|;roach, no railing accusation, no token of any warmth but that of
ove; and yet this sweetness need not hinder your speaking in the
most sincere and solemn manner, The nearer your language is con-
formed to the very language of Scripture, the more effect it is likely
to have, and the better for you to use.

Observe well, that this step is not only recommended or comman-
ded by the Lord Jeses; but it is the first step to be invariably taken.
No aliernative is allowed, no choice of any thing else; this is the
way, walk ye init. It is true, he enjoins if needs be, to tuke two or
three other steps, but they are 1o be taken successsively after this
step, 'There can be no other way, either before or beside this, that
will answer, Whatever we may do according to the various com-
mads of our Lord and his Apostles, with offenders of different ranks,
as pointed out in tha epistles, yet this first step muet be tuken and
must precede every other.

It is highly smful, and productive of the very worst of consequen-
ces, to defer this, and at length relate it to another, and say in self:

obssrved and obeyed. lf:;mul have undeainble demonstration that

justification. I did not tell it toanother till my mind ws so burdened
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our brother, we are then at liberty to mention all the particulars of
the case to those who are now to assist in this great act of brotherly
love. We are to relate it to the church,

We have no thought that our Savior intended by the word church,
in this place, the whole body of believers. Nor can we think that all
who are united in one assembly or association, are meant. There
would arise no good from the delay requisite to appriseso maoy of the
thing  The word (Ecclesin,) which is here and elsewhere rendered;
church, is, by some, translated “a congregation of believers.” The
word is compounded of two original Greek words, which together sig-
nify “called out of.” Whenever a number of believers in Jesus Christ
have united together, in covenant bonds, for the purpose of servillg
God, according to New Testament principles, they are gencrally un-
derstood to compose a church. This body elaiming to be part of the
Mystic Body, nmfhich Christ is the head, have an undoubted right
to carry her own keys, and transact all her own business, without
regard to the councils of other bodies. Every member in fellowship
in such a body has a right, from Christ himself, to take the first step
we have mentioned—to claim the nssistance of one or two more of
the sume body or company to which he and they belong, to take the
second, and after doing s0. then to relate it to the church, viz:to that
body which have covenanted to walk together in loving obedience to
the Beriptures, to which he and the offender both belong, and are
both respensible,

We here differ in opinion with some ominent commentators on tha
passage. They think it necessary that this last communication be
mado to the elder or elders of the church, who have that particular
church under their care. We cannot think our Savior ever meant
the servants of the churches, or the servant of any particular church,
by the word “church.” He surely meant the members, altogether,
utany ordinary conference. After you have taken the right steps,
in their proper order, then “tell it to the church,” in conference. As
the brethren who are called together as witnesses, have no right to
act with the wounded brother, till he has labored himself alone, 50
the church may not take the case up and act on it till every woid is
established by the mouths of two or three witnesses. Probably this
last step will retrieve a_straying brother, afier the other two have
been tried and failed.  But if he will not hear the church, **let him
be to thee as a heathen man and a publican.” Withdraw thyself from
incorrigible offenders. If they were once dear as the apple of thy
eye, and their light shone with great brightness, they have now de-
parted from the way of holiness, and polluted their gnrments in the
mire of this world. But let not anger, or malice, or revenge. be soen

that Icould hold in no longer! No wonder yon groaned under a bus-
den, you had knowledge of your brother’s doing wrong, you felt offen-

ded;it the wrong, and yet kept it concealed withla your own bosom;
you have been luboring under the guilt of sin; you have violated a po-
sitive command, and your conscience must have been seared not to
feel the burden. Bat how have you managed to get clear of the bur-
den? Your mind has been laden with sin of omission, and Jvuu have
proceeded to ease it by one of commission! May the Lord save us
{rom all such delivarances! When you facl that yonr mind is burden-
dened with such sn injurious secret, know that God is greater than
your conscience, and will condemn you, unless vou take the proper
and only step for scriptural relief.  Go to your brother between him
and thee alope. And yet there is one solitary case, in which, with
the utmost propriety, you may tell the faults of one to a third per-
son, viz: when you know a man mntends injuring another, and his
safety consists wholly in being put on his guard, by the information
you con give. You are then loudly called on by every principle of
hanor and justice, to the person intended to be injured, to let him
know it. Beecertain, however, in making such discoveries, thut you
gu no further than well known facts will bear you out. Let not sus-
picion of another’s designs lead you to make communications that
may possibly embroil a whole neighborhood, But in all other situa-
tions, to tattle ahont the failures and faults of our brethren or neigh-
Liors, tends to the direct overthrow of harmony and good order, and 1s
highly ginful in the sight of God; and must, moreover, destroy the
fellowship of brethren, and bring misery and ruin on the church.—
Wao! to that man, who, regardless of God's holy law, thus hates his
brother, and murders him in seeret, with an evil speaking tongue!—
Our blessed Lord goes on to instruct his disciples in what manner
they are to proceed against incorrigible offenders. After taking the
first step towards reclaiming your brother from his error, and after
experiencing the [raitless effects of your love. your second step will
be, to “take with thee one or two more, that in the month of two or
three witnesses, every word may be established.” The persons se
lected on such an oceasion should be such as possess n loving dispo-
gition. As in the first instance, use no barshness of manners, no
rough language, no proud or arrogant demeanor; but in meekness and
gentleness, strive to show him wherein his wrong consists; the dan-
ger of persevering in such a course of conduct, and the necessity of
retracting from it, that you mny walk together in “the unity of the
spirit, and the bond of peace.” Lot the persons assisting in such la-
bors of love, renson with the offender. Lot them enforce the friendly
observations of the wounded brother, bringing elearly to view the ex-
tent of such injuries as affect the peace of churches, Lot them
clearly state the Scriptural prohibitions to the line of behavior he
bas taken, and point out the necessity of a change. They will then
be better able to judge in what manner to proceed, and “in the
mouths of two or three witnesses every word will be established.”

Now, asin the first step, go in the second one, we are not left to
Judge for ourselves, what course we shall take, The _Lord has en-
joined it, This course must be pursued, and porsued in successive
order, n8 here stated, or sin lieth at the door. We are not permitted
totake witnesses with us at first, nor after we have reported it to the
church; but after taking the first step, we are then, and not till then,
to take the second; nor at our peril, to naglect either,

We bave known some cases in which a brother would manifest a
morbid sensibility, by becoming wounded, when no grounds existed;
where no intentional offence wna committed, and then take this sec-
ond step first.  Under such cireumstances the ehurch is under no ob-
ligation to hear; nor indeed ought brethren under anly circumstances
-ﬂwver, toact. It is ns flagrant a violntion of the command as
could be offered, and shows a malignant spirit in the brotherthat at.
tempts it. Members of churches nre wtill but men, and possess those
passions and sympathies by which the world is led astray. Various
jealousios will be engendered in their intercourse, and some will
strive to put down others from mere worldly policy. Such members
are not obeying the voice of our Shepherd. They have incored the
guilt of murder by hating their brether, and assassin like, striving to
take advantage of him, of which he has no suspicion. Be assured,
hrethren, that when anv one takes this second, and especially the
third step, first, that some motive, aside from the Gospel has influen
ced him.  When you are called upon in such cases, we think your
best way will be, sharply to rebuke the evil-doer, and if possible,
shew him the error of his way. But, at least, clear your own skirts,
by leaving bim to nct alone.

Until nfter taking these two steps in their seriptural ardor, we nre
permittod by no meaus to relate the uffence to any ene. But

done all we are able 1o do, ngresably to Chriet's directions, to

.

to haye any influence in your preceedings. Noy, after you have re-
jerted a member, and he gas becoms to you s a heathen and publi-
can, still treat him as such. Offer to him the terms of the Gaspel,
as you would to any otaer, and invite him by repentance to return to
the 8 epherd and Bishop of souls. To take up an enmity against &
man becouse he was once of us, but has now gone out from among
us, is as sinful as it is unreasonable and unscriptural, Therofore,
after doing your duty to keep up the pence and holiness of the church,
maintain your christian charity toall, even the most disobedient and
rebellious,

Wherever these rules of discipline, formed hy the Savior for the
government of the church, are strictly observed, peace, happiness
and prosperity, with every accompan¥ing blessing, will inevitably re-
side. But we might ask, where is that bappy people under the sun?
Where is the community existing on earth, in which that wicked
member, the tongue does not #tir up confusion and mischiefl Yea,
alas! for the world! Men do not confine themselves to tattling truths,
They proceed from simply relating the faults of their neighbors, to
lying and slandering. ‘The most eminent for piety vecoms the larg-
est marks for their envenomed arrows. They form a judgment of
their motives, unfavorable to cincerity and truth, and to sustain
themselves, bogin to find fault with their character aud actions, con-
verting their brightest virtues into blemishes, adding some material
part from their own inventive imagination, One falschood reqaires
a thousand others to support it. Having entered the crooked course,
they pursue on from lie to lie. Others, as their interests or prejudi-
ces lead, joinin;and thus, hand in hand, they go, till confidence in
d;:slroyed, peace is broken, and uproar and confusion succeed in their
places

There is no period more likely to produce such mischief making
charncters, than the decline of great revivals During the heavenly
overflow of a refreshing season, many will profess to know Christ
from motives of fashion; or at least, on superficial examination of
the grounds of their hope. But when persecution arises for the
words sake, they turn their backs on religion ; and first begin with
reiling sccusations against their more steadfast brethren, us the
bitter waters of strife are let loose upon the church. ‘That which a
little while ago was like the garden of God, is beginning to appear
overrun with thornsond briars. At such o time, the oldest and most
experienced soldiers of the cross, long accustomed to endure hardness,
are driven before the storm. No one can tell wheoce so many sor-
rows rise. Each one feels the declension of christian exercises in his
own bosom, und would gladly think it owing to some other’s faults,
than his own, that it is so. This produces a favorable state of feel*
ing to give credit to the malicious. The world, in the mean time,
stands by, laughing at the short-lived transports of christian —
The indolent drones mock, deride and persecute. Divisions and vex.
atious contentions separate brother (rom brother, and friend from
friend. This is, in some degree, the melancholy picture of the pre-
sent time. To remedy this, we have the word of our heavenly m
deemer. Let us draw nigh unto the sacred testimony, as to a light
that shineth in a dark place. Let us steadily and tenaciously per-
severe in dealing with cach other as commanded by our Savior, let no
one exempt case be allowed by us. Where a brother has suffered his
feelings to be wounded by another, and has made his complaiat to a
third, let the third person take him under dealing immediately ; and
the chu nct with promptness, though with mildness. In a short
tims we reap the fruits of our ience. Asa vinevard or of-
chard, when well pruned in the spring, brings forth abundantly bettar
crops in the autumn; so shall our churches, purged from the unholy
leaven, recover their former healthy, peacoful condition, and prosper
in holiness, righteousness and truth,

POLITICAL MEETING.

A Meeting of the Dmmm:rny of Wilkinson county; will be
beld at the Court House, in Woodville; on the 11th day of Doe, ensu-
ing, for the purpose of appointing Delegates to nttend the State
nghla ;:d Denocm " al?}iﬂ Convention, l;: beld ni: {:_nhln,‘h Mississip

i, on the eight anuary next of present ads
&antim of the General Governmont u;? to attend.

 [Woodsills Republican.

(=Private lotters of the 24 October, from Havre, received in
New Orleans, state that thers hed m»whm of




